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got at least 20 per cent of the men who can use the micrometer
and know what it means to machine to l/2000th to l/3000th
of an inch and can do it as people in England can. They
thoroughly understand accurate work.'17
Under the existing conditions these achievements of the
skilled workers of India in quality of work done are quite
admirable but in the matter of output they are not yet at par
with their western compeers although the progress made in
this direction also is very encouraging: 'Not only has the
industrial efficiency of the industrial workers steadily deve-
loped all along the line in recent years but in some fields they
have achieved superb results. Weavers in some mills in
Bombay Presidency have already begun to mind 6 looms and
their average individual output has already reached 85 per
cent of the output of the Lancashire workers in spite of the
inferior working conditions. In the Tata Iron and Steel Works
the labour coefficient has been estimated to reach about 75
per cent of European and American efficiency in some depart-
ments/18
The workers cannot be wholly blamed for their inferiority
in efficiency and output. The higher efficiency of labour in
a particular place or country is a matter not only of skill and
training of the workers but also of difference in industrial
management. Inequalities in the productive capacities of
workers often arise from differences in machinery and pro-
cesses of production, the whole technological milieu. In many
cases the buildings, plant and machinery, general working
conditions and supervision in India are inferior to those of
the western countries. Besides this," on account of his com-
paratively poor physique and the warm climate the Indian
worker is not capable of undertaking so much physical exer-
tion with alertness as a European worker with a better
physical build can do. Low wages, ill-balanced dietary,
sickness and depressing living conditions are generally respon-
sible for the poor physique and lack of endurance of the Indian
worker.
The skilled workers in various   categories   have   been
ITMukerjee, op. cit, p. 199.
;      18 Harold Butler quoted by Dr. R.K,  Mukerjee in    The Indian
Workng Class, p. 190.